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The Syrian government ac-
cused Israel of launching mis-
sile strikes at its territory that
killed 16 people, deepening
tensions between the two
countries amid an expanding
Israeli campaign to disrupt
Iranian arms supplies to Leba-
non’s Hezbollah.
Iran-backed Syria, led by

President Bashar al-Assad,
said Monday that the strikes
late Sunday hit several areas
nationwide, wounding 36 peo-
ple and damaging residential
buildings. The missiles also
targeted military sites in the
western Syrian city of Masyaf,
the country’s state news
agency reported, adding that
air defenses downed some of
the projectiles.
Israel has accused Iran of

using a scientific research
center in Masyaf to develop
weapons and missiles in-
tended for its aligned regional
militias, including Hezbollah,
said Joe Truzman, a research
analyst at Washington-based
think tank Foundation for De-
fense of Democracies.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry con-

demned the strikes in Syria on
state-run news agency IRNA,
but denied it had any military
sites in the country.
Israel has expanded an air

campaign against enemy tar-
gets in Syria since the start of
the war against Hamas in
Gaza, blowing up weapons and
fuel supplies destined for Hez-
bollah, which has backed its
Palestinian ally by firing rock-
ets on Israeli towns and cities.
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per and answers to memorize.
“When I went to my test

center, I found the exam paper
was exactly the same as the
one I was made to memorize,”
said Yadav, who was arrested
but not charged.
Awadhesh Kumar, the fa-

ther of another student who
took the exam, said in a con-
fession to the local police that
he paid four million rupees—
the equivalent of nearly
$50,000—to a gang for the
medical exam question paper.
Yadav and Kumar couldn’t

be reached for comment.
In the case of the police

exam, some of the cheaters
forgot to stay off social media,
which gave investigators help-
ful clues.
“The candidates were read-

ing the question and answer
keys sitting in one of the
lawns of the resort,” said
Brijesh Kumar Singh, a senior
police official on a special task
force investigating the police
exam. “One or two of them
clicked photos and made vid-
eos sitting in the lawn of the
resort and put them online.”
As some exams become

computerized, high-tech
cheating is happening, too. In
2022, India’s federal investiga-
tive agency arrested a Russian
national for allegedly hacking
the software for the exam to
enter the country’s top engi-
neering schools so some exam
takers could give remote ac-

cess to others who completed
their exam for them.
Authorities have tried

blocking the internet and in-
stalling video surveillance in-
side exam halls to prevent
cheating. A new law imple-
mented this year lays out up
to 10 years of prison time for
people who enable others to
cheat. In June, as allegations
of irregularities over the med-
ical school entrance exam
grew, New Delhi replaced the
head of India’s National Test-
ing Agency, which conducts
that exam.
At the end of August, the

state of Uttar Pradesh held the
police-recruitment exam
again, this time with beefed-
up security protocols. The
state’s police chief, Prashant
Kumar, said that officials went
to great lengths to ensure the
test was conducted fairly.
The security measures in-

cluded fingerprinting, iris
scans and facial-recognition
tools to check the identities of
the test takers, as well as
drone surveillance. Cameras
livestreamed feeds from the
test-taking centers to a control
room and the boxes containing
exam materials were moni-
tored at all points, he said.
“We ensured that fairness

and transparency passed with
flying colors,” Kumar said.
“Even a bird couldn’t fly near
the exam centers without
permission.”

the danger and difficult condi-
tions. Anger is growing at Ne-
tanyahu, who critics say is sty-
mieing an agreement. He says
his hard line is aimed at secur-
ing better terms in any deal.
Gershon Baskin, an Israeli

hostage negotiator who helped
broker a prisoner exchange with
Hamas in 2011, said the group is
making more aggressive and so-
phisticated use of video. The
videos have displayed a good
understanding of Israeli society,
as well as pro-
fessional editing,
he said. Hamas’s
use of Hebrew
has improved,
he noted.
According to

Arab mediators
and officials
who speak di-
rectly to Hamas,
the militants or-
dered units that
returned from raids on Oct. 7
with hostages to take frequent
photos and videos. That raw
material is kept in an archive
and later shared by teams out-
side Gaza, the people said. The
orders are to apply pressure on
the Israeli government and at-
tack Netanyahu, they said.
“Hamas is exploiting the

public sentiment, which is be-
ginning to become a lot louder
and a lot larger,” Baskin said.
Israel sees the hostage videos

as psychological propaganda. Is-

raeli media previously avoided
airing them, but as the months
have gone on, the increasingly
desperate families of hostages
have given their blessing to air
some of the footage to keep the
issue on the public agenda.
Released hostages told the

Journal that militants forced
them to make the videos start-
ing in their very first days in
captivity. While many of the
hostages said they were genu-
inely angry with Netanyahu

and felt aban-
doned, they said
the actual text
was scripted.
Once, a mili-

tant tried to
make Siegel
more present-
able by giving
her a brush to
neaten her hair.
When she re-
fused, the mili-

tant tried to get her to put her
hair in a clip, but she re-
mained firm.
“I knew what I looked like.

I was disgusting. I was so
dirty,” she said. “I looked at
him, and I picked my hair up,
and I said, ‘beautiful,’ ” she
said. “A couple of hours later,
he told me to come into the
other room and that they were
going to take a picture of me.
So I understood that he
wanted me to look better.”
Qatar and Egypt have tried

to stop Hamas from releasing
any videos of children who
were taken as hostages.
In May, the Israeli military

released an unpublished video
that it found inside Gaza show-
ing Ella Elyakim, an 8-year-old
girl who was kidnapped with
her sister from a kibbutz in Is-
rael, reciting lines for the cam-
era for a hostage video. The
military said the footage was
taken a few days after she was
kidnapped on Oct. 7.
“My name is Ella Elyakim,

the daughter of Noam, and I’m
8 years old, and I’m asking
Bibi (Netanyahu) to release us,
and I’m a prisoner of Hamas,”
she said in the video. She was
released in a deal in November.
Siegel said her captors

would sometimes film videos
of her during a meal. “They
used to make food and put it
on the table,” she said. “We
had to sit next to them and
smile and say everything is
OK, just for the picture.”
Israel, which is closely col-

lecting information on the hos-
tages, uses the videos to try to
gain more information. “I’m
sure that they have doctors
looking at them and determin-
ing what their weight is, what
their physical situation is…dis-
secting every single frame and
picture to see how the hostages
are being kept,” Baskin said.

—Summer Said
contributed to this article.
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To limit the fallout, Israel
has avoided publicly claiming
responsibility for attacks in
Syria. Israel’s military de-
clined to comment Monday.
The Israeli campaign of air-

strikes in Syria began about a
decade ago, as the civil war
there left a security vacuum
that was filled by Iran and its
allied militias, which backed
Assad. Israel so far has
avoided dragging Syria into its
fight against Hamas and Hez-
bollah. But it has had to walk a
fine line between conducting
attacks that kill militants and
destroy arms supplies, while
avoiding strikes that kill senior
officials or many civilians and
risk sparking a bigger blowup.
Since the start of the war in

Gaza, more than 180 strikes in
Syria have been attributed to
Israel, an uptick from recent
years, according to Armed
Conflict Location & Event Data,
a nonprofit, and Tel Aviv-based
think tank the Institute for Na-
tional Security Studies.
Assad has refrained from

joining Iran-backed allies in
launching attacks on Israel, as
he continues to fight a civil
war against Kurdish and Is-
lamic State forces.
The drumbeat of attacks

hasn’t stunted Hezbollah’s
military buildup. Some former
Israeli officials have called on
the military to expand its
campaign as Israel also looks
to more proactively engage
the Lebanese militia. Monday,
the Israeli military said it
mounted airstrikes overnight
against Hezbollah in response
to rocket attacks and later
said two hostile aircraft had
entered Israeli airspace from
Lebanon. The incidents ap-
peared to be in keeping with
current rules of engagement.

—Saleh al-Batati
contributed to this article.

Syria Says
Israeli Strikes
Leave 16Dead
Missile attacks seek
to disrupt supplies
of Iranian arms to
Lebanon’s Hezbollah

An Israeli strike hit Hama, according to Syrian state media.
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TEL AVIV—After Aviva Sie-
gel was taken from Kibbutz
Kfar Aza and held prisoner in
Gaza, her captors would film
her for hostage videos, telling
her exactly what to say. It of-
ten took several takes, because
she kept forgetting the script.
The production crew in-

cluded a cameraman and a
person who spoke Hebrew, and
they were quick to remind her
of her lines: “‘You didn’t say
that you’re 62.’ ‘You didn’t say
that you’re from Kfar Aza.’”
The effort that Gaza mili-

tants have devoted to filming
the roughly 250 people taken
during the Oct. 7 attack on Is-
rael shows the centrality of
hostage-taking in Hamas’s
strategy for putting pressure
on Israel and surviving the
war. Many of the hostages
have been forced to record vid-
eos at some point during their
time in Gaza, according to the
Hostages Families Forum.
Hamas doesn’t always make

the videos public. Some have
surfaced only because the Is-
raeli military found them.
Hostage families that have

seen videos of their loved ones
say they are difficult to watch
but are a much awaited sign
of life. “It’s a very slow-mo-
tion form of trauma,” Rachel
Goldberg-Polin told The Wall
Street Journal last month
when asked about a video re-
leased in April that showed
her son, Hersh, alive. “And the
ironic, dismaying part of that
is how many hostage families
say to us, we would give any-
thing to have that video.”
Israel recovered the bodies

last week of Hersh Goldberg-
Polin and five other hostages
who appeared to have been
killed by Hamas. Since then,
the militants released new
videos of Goldberg-Polin and
the other captives showing
them begging to be released.
The videos, which accord-

ing to freed hostages are care-
fully scripted, appear aimed at
pressuring the Israeli public to
push for a deal that would
swap a cease-fire and Pales-
tinian prisoners for some of
the 97 hostages taken on Oct.
7 who are still held in Gaza.
As many as half are feared to

be dead. Hostage families and
many in Israel’s security estab-
lishment are concerned time
for the rest is running out given
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Hostage Videos Stir Public Ire

Aviva Siegel, left, and her daughter Elan Siegel. Aviva said she would forget the script she
was forced by her militant captors to read when they filmed hostage videos in Gaza.
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The footage
aims to whip up
Israelis to push
Netanyahu for a
cease-fire deal.

ing rings can earn millions of
dollars each time, police said.
“Question papers are sold

at extravagantly high prices,”
said Ashok Rathore, a police
officer who investigated cheat-
ing linked to India’s medical
school exam in two states this
year. “It’s a nexus of desperate
students, parents, tuition cen-
ters and printing presses.”
Unlike U.S. universities,

where essays, test scores and
interviews are combined to as-
sess if a student should gain
admission, the route to a uni-
versity education in India is
largely through competitive
testing. Exams are also the
route to many government jobs,
which are sought after amid a
shortage of good private jobs.
More than four million peo-

ple took the police exam this
year, competing for 60,000
jobs in India’s largest state,
while two million people took a
medical-school exam for about
100,000 spots that also became
embroiled in an investigation.
Harsheen Khera, 17 years

old, spent her high school
years taking extra classes to
get into medical school. She
felt good about her chances af-
ter she took the exam in May.
But a month later—when the
exam results were released
unexpectedly on the same day
as India’s election results—her
hopes were dashed.
Khera had a good score, but

her ranking was pushed down
by an unusual number of per-
fect scores this year. Some of
the other high scores were
mathematically impossible
given the exam’s marking sys-
tem, exam trackers said. Soon,
the buzz of disquiet among stu-
dents exploded into allegations,
street protests and lawsuits.
“After studying so hard, all
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we get is cheating and fraud,”
Khera said. “Why should I
study when some people eas-
ily make it to the top just by
buying question papers or
paying someone else to write
the test on their behalf?”
The exam scandals are turn-

ing into a major problem for In-
dia’s government. In Uttar
Pradesh, where the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party held
most of seats, the
party came in second to an op-
position alliance during na-
tional elections this year. Sev-
eral young voters attributed the
shock result in part to anger
over the police exam, whose re-
sults were declared invalid as
the cheating allegations grew.
Police officers said people

cheat in several ways. In some
cases, candidates have had
someone else take the exam
for them or have smuggled in
phones to search for answers
during the exam.
But much of the cheating

happens well before students
get into the exam hall, often
organized by cheating rings
that operate as exam-coaching
centers and that have culti-
vated an inside person with
access to the exam answers. In
some cases, according to police
investigations, cheating rings
have sent people to printing
presses to steal exam papers.
Then they gather students

who have paid up on the eve of
the exam and help themmemo-
rize the questions and answers.
In India’s eastern state of Bi-

har, where cheating scandals
are particularly prevalent, po-
lice have arrested about two
dozen people in connection
with the medical exam paper
leak, investigating officers said.
In a confession made to the

police, 22-year-old aspiring
medical student Anurag Yadav
said he was studying in Kota, a
hub of coaching centers in
northern India for India’s vari-
ous competitive exams, when
he got a message from his un-
cle that “the medical exam had
been arranged.” When he re-
turned home to Bihar, his uncle
introduced him to two people
who gave him the question pa-

Students in New Delhi in July protested alleged irregularities in
the results of exams to gain coveted spots in medical school.
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In India,
Gangs Aid
In Cheating


